
313.81 Oppositional Defiant Disorder 

301.7: Antisocial Personality Disorder 

Antisocial Personality Disorder is defined as "...a pervasive pattern of disregard for, and violation 
of, the rights of others that begins in childhood or early adolescence and continues into 
adulthood." (DSM-IV)  
 
For an ASPD diagnosis, the individual must be age 18 or older, as well as have a documented 
history of a conduct disorder before the age of 15 years.  Individuals having antisocial personality 
disorder are sometimes referred to as "sociopaths" and "psychopaths", although some 
researchers believe that these terms are not synonymous with ASPD.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychopath


 
Symptoms:  Characteristics of people with 

antisocial personality disorder may include:  

 
• Persistent lying or stealing 
• Superficial charm 
• Apparent lack of remorse or empathy; 

inability to care about hurting others 
• Inability to keep jobs or stay in school 
• Impulsivity and/or recklessness 
• Lack of realistic, long-term goals — an 

inability or persistent failure to 
develop and execute long-term plans 
and goals 

• Inability to make or keep friends, or 
maintain relationships such as 
marriage 

• Poor behavioral controls — 
expressions of irritability, annoyance, 
impatience, threats, aggression, and 
verbal abuse; inadequate control of 
anger and temper 

 

• Narcissism, elevated self-appraisal or a 
sense of extreme entitlement 

• A persistent agitated or depressed feeling 
(dysphoria) 

• A history of childhood conduct disorder 
• Recurring difficulties with the law 
• Tendency to violate the boundaries and 

rights of others 
• Substance abuse 
• Aggressive, often violent behavior; prone 

to getting involved in fights 
• Inability to tolerate boredom 
• Disregard for the safety of self or others 
• Persistent attitude of irresponsibility and 

disregard for social rules, obligations, and 
norms 

• Difficulties with authority figures  
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Diagnostic criteria Antisocial 

Personality Disorder 
 A) There is a pervasive pattern of disregard 

for and the rights of others occurring since the 
age of 15, as indicated by                                 
three (or more) of the following: 
 

 
•  failure to conform to social norms with respect 

to lawful behaviors as indicated by repeatedly 
performing acts that are grounds for arrest; 

• deceitfulness, as indicated by repeatedly lying 
use of aliases, or conning others for personal 
profit or pleasure; 

• impulsivity or failure to plan ahead; 
• irritability and aggressiveness, as indicated by 

repeated physical fights or assaults; 
• reckless disregard for safety of self or others; 
• consistent irresponsibility, as indicated by 

repeated failure to sustain consistent work 
behavior or honor financial obligations; 

• lack of remorse, as indicated by being 
indifferent to or rationalizing having hurt, 
mistreated, or stolen from another. 
 

AND …  

• B) The individual is at least 18 years of 
age. 

• C) There is evidence of Conduct disorder 
with onset before age 15 years. 

• D) The occurrence of antisocial behavior 
is not exclusively during the course of 
schizophrenia or a manic episode. 

• It is a requirement of DSM-IV that a 
diagnosis of any specific 
personality disorder also satisfies a 
set of general personality disorder 
criteria. 
 

Deceit and manipulation are considered essential features of the 
disorder.  It is a requirement of DSM-IV that a diagnosis of any 
specific personality disorder also satisfies a set of general 
personality disorder criteria. 
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The following conditions commonly coexist with 

antisocial personality disorder:  

 
• Anxiety disorders 

• Depressive disorder 

• Substance-related disorders 

• Somatization disorder 

• Pathological gambling 

• Borderline personality disorder 

• Histrionic personality disorder 

• Narcissistic personality disorder 
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